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Health Science Policy Considerations
The Broad Context of Health Science Policy
In recent years, several Institute of Medicine study groups have examined the entire gamut of science policy pertinent to health. Of particular relevance in this regard was an analysis of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare's research planning effort (Institute of Medicine, 1979, 1980). Basic points germane to the present report emerged with a high degree of consensus from a broad range of biomedical scientists and other scientists participating in that analysis (Table 19-1). The following quotations from that study affirm the importance of the biobehavioral sciences in efforts to decrease the current burden of illness (Institute of Medicine, 1979):
A key feature [is] a concept of the health sciences that is much broader than was the view as recently as ten years ago. Rather than equating health research with biomedical research only, the principles recognize the importance of such areas as epidemiology and biostatistics,. . . and the behavioral and social sciences for disease prevention and health maintenance. . . . The committee regards this broadened concept as a desirable advance in policy formulation, and supports efforts to translate this perspective into tangible and adequate support for the full complement of the health sciences (p. 25).
Individual behavior ... is now recognized more widely than ever as an important determinant of health. . . . Even the nature of stress in our society and our personal relationships at work and at home have changed. The effects of these many factors are profound . . . and most of the long-term consequences are poorly understood (p. 12).
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